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Purpose/Hypothesis: The purpose of this study was to develop a survey that captures 
global health (GH) community partners’ needs that can be utilized when developing GH 
partnerships. GH partnership engagements are not well-represented in the literature.1,2  
 
Subjects: Six community partners were interviewed representing Tanzania, Peru, Haiti, 
Kenya, South Sudan and Zambia. 
 
Materials/Methods: Literature based structured interviews were performed, transcribed and 
coded in order to derive themes across the interviews.3-5 Identified themes were then 
referenced back to literature before a final survey was drafted.3-7 

 

Results:  From the community partners’ perspective five themes emerged as important 
factors in GH partnerships, including: communication, sharing culture and knowledge, 
expectations, professional development and respect. Additional literature revealed reflection 
in the context of improving future endeavors as the final theme.8-10  
 
Conclusions:  After extracting data received from interviews it was evident that there were 
coinciding emerging themes amongst all partners interviewed. These themes guided the 
development of a survey tool from the partners’ perspective. Data collected and analyzed in 
this study will be useful in encouraging unbiased dialogue regarding the sustainability and 
effectiveness of global health partnerships. 
 
Clinical Relevance: Using the survey, it will be possible to gather the community partners’ 
perspective in all of the identified areas in order to create experiences, assess the return on 
investments, determine effective assessment methods, and incorporate lessons learned to 
improve future engagements. Without guidance from community partners attempts to 
develop meaningful GH partnerships may exclude key factors identified as important by 
community partners.2,6,7,8,10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



References:  
1. Vian T, Feeley F, MacLeod W, et al. Measuring the impact of international corporate 

volunteering: Lessons learned from the Global Health Fellows Program of Pfizer 
Corporation. Boston, MA: Center for International Health; 2007. Boston University 
School of Public Health publication 2007. 

2. Morse M. Responsible global health engagement: a road map to equity for academic 
partnerships. J Grad Med Educ. 2014;6(2):347-348.  

3. Elit L, Hunt M, Redwood-Campbell L, et al. Ethical issues encountered by medical 
students during international health electives. Med Educ. 2011;45(7):704–711. 

4. Smith JK, Weaver DB. Capturing medical students’ idealism. Ann Fam Med. 
2006;4(suppl 1):S32–S37. 

5. Lough BJ, McBride AM, Sherraden MS, O’Hara K. Capacity building contributions of 
short term international volunteers. J Community Pract. 2011;19:120-137. 

6. Crump JA, Sugarman J. Ethical considerations for short-term experiences by trainees in 
global health. JAMA. 2008;300(12):1456-1458. 

7. Suchdev P, Ahrens K, Click E, Macklin L, Evangelista D, Graham E. A model for 
sustainable short-term international medical trips. Ambul Pediatr. 2007;7(4):317-20. 

8. Leffers J, Mitchell E. Conceptual model for partnership and sustainability in global 
health. Public Health Nurs. 2011;28(1):91-102. 

9. O’Donnell P, McAuliffe E, O‘Donovan D. Unchallenged good intentions: a qualitative 
study of the experiences of medical students on international health electives to 
developing countries. Hum Resour Health. 2014;12. 

10. Underwood M, Gleeson J, Konnert C, Wong K, Valerio B. Global host partner 
perspectives: utilizing a conceptual model to strengthen collaboration with host partners 
for international nursing student placements. Public Health Nurs. 2016;33(4):351-359 

 
 


